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SUBJECT: EDITORIAL ON KISSINGER VISIT AND BASES AGREEMENT 

1. BARCELONA'S "LA VANGUARDIA" DECEMBER 16 CARRIED THREE- 
QUARTER PAGE ARTICLE "CONCERNING VISIT OF HENRY KISSINGER 
TO SPAIN ", BY MANUEL AZNAR, FORMER MINISTER OF WASHINGTON, 
AND ONE TIME CHIEF OF EFE NEWS AGENCY AND AMBASSADOR TO 
ARGENTINA. 

2. WHILE FEARING KISSINGER VISIT WILL BE HASTY AND 
PERFUNCTORY AS IN CASE OF PREVIOUS HIGH LEVEL U.S. VISITORS 
TO SPAIN, ARTICLE NOTES SOME GRATITUDE IN ORDER THAT 
KISSINGER SPENDING EVEN FIVE HOURS, AS U.S. COULD HAVE ONCE 
AGAIN SENT ANOTHER LOW-RANKING FUNCTIONARY. ARTICLE SEES 
AS MOST IMPORTANT RESULT OF VISIT THAT DR. KISSINGER 
BECOME AWARE OF SPANISH PUBLIC OPINION'S BEWILDERMENT OVER 
DISPROPORTION BETWEEN WHAT SPAIN GIVES AND WHAT IT GETS 
OUT OF AGREEMENT OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION (AFC). 

3. LOOKING OVER EIGHT CHAPTERS OF AFC, AUTHOR CLAIMS 
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MILITARY COOPERATION. CHAPTER EIGHT (DEFENSE COOPERATION), 

HE NOTES, MERELY COMMITS U.S. TO MODEST MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
CONCESSIONS WITH SERIES OF ESCAPE CLAUSES. SAME CHAPTER, 

IN CONTRAST BINDS SPANISH PEOPLE TO ACCEPT U.S. FORCES ON 
THEIR TERRITORY, WITH RESULTING "INTERNATIONAL RISKS, FOREIGN 
COMPLICATIONS AND DANGEROUS COMMITMENTS." AUTHOR CONCLUDES 
THAT SPANISH PUBLIC HAS SENSATION IT "GIVES A THOUSAND FOR 
EACH TEN RECEIVED". 

4. FINALLY, AZNAR, NOTING STRATEGIC VALUE OF ROTA IN 
CONTROLLING ACCESS TO MEDITERRANEAN, CONCLUDES THAT ROTA 
HAS NULLIFIED OR GREATLY REDUCED SIMILAR STRATEGIC VALUE 
OF GIBRALTAR. U.S. CAN NO LONGER IGNORE JUST CLAIMS OF 
SPAIN CONCERNING GIBRALTAR, OR FACT THAT SOME NATO STATES 
BENEFIT FROM THAT BASE. AUTHOR CONCLUDES THAT IT WILL 
NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR U.S. TO NEGOTIATE NEW AGREEMENT WITHOUT 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT UNDERLYING PRESENCE OF GIBRALTAR. 
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